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CORNERSHOT

Pencil 
Day
Check out this 
page to learn 
all about the 
popular writing 
tool.

Let me just say right off 
that I love the Girl Scouts. I 
washed out of Boy Scouts 
— never mind why — but 
the girls always seemed to 
have a better thing going, 
without the quasi-military 
edge.

And they’re just so 
darned cute. Which is why 
this time of year it pains 
me to see them at the 
doors of certain business 
establishments doing 
what they do so very well: 
selling cookies.

You see, Girl Scout 
cookies are not good for 
me. Yes, I know they’ve 
cut down on the trans fat 
and no doubt they are as 
healthy as cookies can be 
expected to be.

But as even the Girl 
Scouts’ own Web site 
points out: “It is impor-
tant to remember that Girl 
Scout Cookies are a snack 
food and are meant to be 
consumed in limited quan-
tities within the context of 
a balanced diet.” 

Right. Now, I know 
the appeal of Girl Scout 
cookies. I speak, in fact, 
as a recovering Thin Mint-
aholic.

But it doesn’t take a 
lot of research to see that 
we have an epidemic of 
obesity in this country. 
And the last thing many 
of us really need are those 
irresistible faces pitching 
even more fat, albeit for a 
worthy cause. When I tell 
them “No,” however, I hate 
myself.

But this year, I have a 
plan. I still don’t want the 
diet-busters , but I’m going 
to offer the little charmers 
a donation instead. Then 
they can eat the cookies 
themselves. OK , girls?

— Kevin Kittredge

INSIDE

Ben Beagle
Bennie’s not going to let 
an insurance company 
push him around.
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John Rosemond
Husband thinks his wife is 
doting too much on their 
3-year-old son.
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TUESDAY

An Anaheim, Calif., restaurant attempted 
to break the world record for making 
the largest bowl of spaghetti. Buca di 
Beppo successfully fi lled a giant bowl with 
13,786 pounds of spaghetti and more than 
100 gallons of marinara sauce on March 
12. The previous world record was 9,767 
pounds of pasta. 

— Buca di Beppo Italian Restaurant

btwBY THE WAY

 In the dimly lit Tanglewood Mall store-
front on a warm, weekday afternoon, 
Blue, an 11-month-old Labrador retriever 
puppy, made his way through a scattering 
of stuffed animals placed intentionally in 
his path.

The soot-colored pup deliberately 
stepped around and over the toys, resist-
ing the urge to grab each one as he concen-
trated on his handler.

But the smiling blue whale was just too big of 
a temptation.

“Leave it,” Blue was told after he scooped up 
the toy. He dropped his coveted prize.

On another pass through the gauntlet 
of stuffi es, Blue gazed longingly at a pen-
guin, but he passed it by. He was rewarded 
with a treat, enthusiastic praise and a play 
break.

Blue is in the middle of a two-year job-
training program to prepare him for a 
career. Resisting the temptation to act on 
his normal doggy impulses will be critical 

to his success.
Blue cou ld one day become a service dog, a 

partner to a disabled person. 

SERVICE DOGS

must pass a rigorous two�year 

training program before being 

assigned to assist disabled people 

with household tasks.

See WAG, 8
Coming April 12: 

Pups in prison 
— future service 
dogs spend time 

behind bars.
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To see 

trainer Connie 

Kniseley work 

with future 

service dogs, 

go online at 

roanoke.com.

“It opens 

up a new 

social 

world.”
Marilyn Wilson
A dog trainer and 

puppy program 

coordinator

Photos by SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

Midas and Connie Kniseley train with a wheelchair in downtown Roanoke. Negotiating a wheelchair around town has given Kniseley a profound respect for those 
who must do it every day. Top: Before Midas can be paired with a disabled partner, he must be trained to retrieve objects, such as keys.

 Career course

Courtesy photo
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Saint Francis Service Dogs
8232 Enon Drive, Roanoke, VA 24019; 342-3647

Applications to become a partner or a volunteer 
puppy raiser for a Saint Francis service dog can be 
found online at www. saintfrancisdogs.org

Partners for life
Hundreds of hours and tens of 

thousands of dollars are invested 
in raising and training each pro-
tege at Saint Francis Service Dogs , 
a Roanoke-based, nonprofi t orga-
nization that provides assistance 
animals  to physically and emo-
tionally disabled adults and chil-
dren in Virginia.

The program is rigorous — on 
average, four out of 10 dogs that 
begin training do not complete it 
and “career change” to household 
pets. 

The dogs that graduate earn 
what is essentially a master’s 
degree in practical skills and obe-
dience. They will go on to become 
personal assistants and constant 
companions to their partners.

Service dogs are trained to 
perform a multitude of household 
tasks — retrieving items, opening 
doors, carrying bags — that can 
be diffi cult for disabled people to 
accomplish alone. Loyal friend-
ship is an added benefi t to having 
a dog.

“The dog helps give  them confi -
dence to move forward with their 
lives,” Marilyn Wilson , dog trainer 
and puppy program coordinator, 
said. “Many of our partners are 
very lonely, and when they have 
that dog in their lives, it gives 
them someone to be with.”

Not only does the companion 
pooch ease anxiety and depres-
sion, but the friendly, well-man-
nered dog also can help make an 
emotional connection between 
his or her partner and the outside 
world.

“When they are out in public, 
people don’t see the disability. 
They see the dog,” Wilson said. “It 
helps people reach out and engage 
with the disabled person. It opens 
up a new social world.”

Born to serve

Saint Francis dogs start their 
career course at a very early 
age. Eight-week-old pups enter 
the program and are observed, 
examined and tested repeatedly 
to determine if they are suited for 
service work.

“The puppies need to be 
friendly, inquisitive and brave,” 
said Cabell Youell, executive 

director of Saint Francis  . 
The pups are trained and 

observed by a network volunteer 
puppy raisers, including inmates 
at  Bland  Correctional Center ,  that 
help Wilson and other staff train-
ers spot the ones most likely to 
succeed.

“If we see a dog that doesn’t 
enjoy the work, we don’t force 
them to do it,” Wilson said.

As they advance through the 
program, the dogs are trained 
through positive reinforcement 
and  playful interactions.

“We make a game of it,” Wil-
son said. 

The program is populated 
mainly by Labrador and golden 
retrievers — naturals at fetching 

and holding items — but there is 
diversity in the current program 
including a standard poodle, a Bel-
gian   Tervuren  (think of a shaggy 
German shepherd) and a couple of 
mutts.  The candidates come from 
breeders and shelters.

Other homes will be found 
for dogs with common physical 
ailments such as hip dysplasia . 
Because the dogs accompany 
their partners in public, tempera-
ment extremes from shyness to 
exuberance will disqualify a dog 
from service.

“It does take a special dog,” 
Wilson said. “Our dogs get to go 
everywhere and experience so 
many things. They need confi -
dence, and some are just not cut 

out for the work.”

Reality checks

Training takes place not only at 
the Hollins-area headquarters, but 
also in trainers’ and puppy rais-
ers’ homes and at an empty store 
donated by Tanglewood Mall.

After Blue’s puppy class was 
dismissed for the day, a class of 
older dogs ventured outside the 
classroom with their handlers, an 
important test for the dogs’ focus 
and obedience.

The dogs, sporting their signa-
ture red vests, rode the elevator, 
patrolled the mall and maneuvered 
the stairs, paying rapt attention to 
their handlers, unfazed by crying 
children, busy shoppers and the 

smells of restaurant food.
“I don’t want to disturb him,” a 

curious shopper said as she caught 
the eye of Simon, a honey-colored 
retriever, as he walked the mall’s 
main fl oor.

“I want you to disturb him,” 
staff trainer Connie Kniseley  said, 
reassuring the woman that learn-
ing to cope with distractions is an 
essential part of the dog’s training; 
a dog that can’t calmly stay on task 
in the real world could be a safety 
risk for a disabled person.

“Our partners like to go to the 
mall, so this is an ideal place to 
train,” said Niki Voudren , the 
organization’s development 
director .

Expensive lessons

 Youell places a $25,000 price 
tag on the cost of training a single 
service dog. That includes veteri-
nary care, housing, transportation 
and years of professional training 
before and after the dogs are 
placed with a partner. Potential 
partners in the Roanoke-area pay 
a $25 non-refundable application 
fee; other Virginia residents pay 
$75 to apply. Once the dog is per-
manently placed with the partner, 
there is a $200 fee for the dog’s 
equipment, including the crate, 
leash, collar and vest.

Voudren’s job is dedicated 
to fundraising and applying for 
grants. Saint Francis Service Dogs 
is funded solely by  donations; no 
tax dollars support the program 
and training a service dog for a 
disabled person is not covered by 
health insurance, Youell said.

A capital campaign built a 
new facility last year on the 18-
acre campus that eventually will 
serve as a kennel to house 40-plus 
dogs in various stages of training, 
which Youell said will help lower 
costs.

“We have to be very cactus-like  
with our money,” Youell said.

All the training and the money 
— and the effort to raise it — are 
worthwhile, Youell said, when the 
dogs are fi nally placed in what she 
calls their arranged marriage with 
their partners.

“We watch people that have 
been invisible in wheelchairs for 
years bloom,” Youell said. “We get 
to watch them go back out into the 
community and take part. We get 
to watch their lives turn around.”

PUPPIES TO PARTNERS: Part One of a Three-Part Series

FROM 1

WAG:  Dogs start their career course at a very early age

Photos by SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

Above: Trainers use real world experience, like 
an afternoon cruising through Tanglewood Mall, 
to help teach the dogs. Left: While training with 
handler Connie Kniseley, Midas hands a bottle of 
Coke over to a cashier at Gander Mountain.

Books & Talks 
Calendar

— today —
l Domnica Radulescu to Read
Author and professor of Ro-
mance languages at Washington 
& Lee University will read from 
her new novel, “Black Sea Twi-
light.” Radulescu will talk about 
“Art, Memory, and the Creative 
Body/Mind.” A reception and 
book signing will follow.  
When: 5 p.m.
Where: Northern Auditorium, 
Leyburn Library, Washington & 
Lee University, Lexington

Contact: 458-8460

l Script Writing and Acting 
Workshop
Roanoke Public Libraries and 
Studio Roanoke collaboration. 
The half-writing, half-acting 
workshop will help you get ready 
to perform your own work either 
at the regular evening time “No 
Shame” events or the new “No 
Shame in the Afternoon” at Roa-
noke Main Library. Workshops 
hosted by Todd Ristau, artistic 
director at Studio Roanoke.
When: 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Where: Roanoke Main Library, 
706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: 853-1057, river.laker@
roanokeva.gov

— tuesday —
l Reception 
The Virginia Room staff 
celebrates with a “Pre-Renova-
tion, Pre-Expansion Reception.” 
Preview the renovation plans. 
When: 4 to 7 p.m.
Where: The Virginia Room, sec-
ond fl oor, Roanoke Main Library, 
706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke
Contact: 853-2073, 

varoom@roanokeva.gov

l Writer’s Roundtable 
Creative writing classes for 
ages high school to adult. Tues-
days through April 26. 
When: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Rockbridge Regional 
Center, Dabney Lancaster Com-
munity College, cafeteria
Cost: $30

Contact: 464-3247

l Distinguished Speaker 
Series
The Jefferson College of Health 
Sciences’ rescheduled speak-
ing engagement featuring Janet 
Crawford, presenting “What is 
Your Courage Quotient?” The 
talk is about comfort zones, 
working through fears and real-
izing dreams. 
When: 7 to 8 p.m.
Where: Maridor Bed and Break-
fast Ballroom, 1857 Grandin 
Road, Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: 224-4644, 
cbhatch@jchs.edu

l Big Read Roanoke Valley 
event: Sin and Soup: Brown 
Bag Lecture Series
The Rev. Bill Lee talks about reli-
gious and moral issues in Ernest 
Gaines’ “A Lesson Before Dying.”
When: Noon
Where: Loudon Avenue Chris-
tian Church, 703 Loudon Ave., 
Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: 344-9851, 
lucy.lee@cox.net, www.bigread
roanokevalley.org

l Book club
The WVTF Book Club meets to 
discuss “Sophie’s Choice” by 
William Styron.
When: 7 p.m.
Where: WVTF Broadcast Center, 
3520 Kingsbury Circle, Roanoke 
Cost: Free
Contact: 989-8900

— wed. —

l Big Read Roanoke Valley 
event: Jazz Poetry
Live jazz complements the 
reading and recitation of poetry 
based on themes from Ernest 
Gaines’ “A Lesson Before Dying.”
When: 1 p.m.
Where: Virginia Western Com-
munity College Student Com-
mons Area, 3099 Colonial Ave., 
Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: Lucy Lee, 344-
9851, lucy.lee@cox.net, 
bigreadroanokevalley.org

— thursday —
l Author Reading: Sarah Ken-
nedy and R.T. Smith
Western Virginia-based authors 
Sarah Kennedy and R.T. Smith 
will read from their works. Ken-

nedy, an associate professor of 
English at Mary Baldwin College, 
is the author of fi ve books of 
poems, including “Home Rem-
edies,” “A Witch’s Dictionary,” 
“Consider the Lilies,” “Double Ex-
posure,” and “Flow Blue.” Smith, 
a resident of Rockbridge County, 
has had two volumes of poetry 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize: 
“Trespasser” and “The Cardinal 
Heart.” His other books include 
“The Hollow Log Lounge,” 
“Brightwood,” “Messenger,” and 
“Split the Lark: Selected Poems.”
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Green Drawing Room, 
Main Building, Hollins University
Cost: Free
Contact: 362-6451

l Author Reading: Tristan 
Perry
Perry is the author of the Furry 
Tails Children’s Book Series and 
“Ghostly Legends of the Appa-
lachian Trail.” Refreshments and 
door prizes.
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Bent Mountain Branch of  
Roanoke County Library 
Cost: Free

Contact:  929-4700

— saturday —
l Bow Wow For Books!
Your child can read to a dog. 
Sponsored by Delta Society 
Reading Education Assistance 
Dogs and Blue Ridge P.E.T.S.
When: 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Where: Moneta/Smith Mountain 
Lake Library, 13641 Moneta 
Road, Moneta
Cost: Free
Contact: Moneta/Smith Moun-
tain Lake Library, 425-7004, 
molibrarian@bplsonline.org, 
www.bplsonline.org

— sunday —
l SML State Park Winter Lec-
ture Series
“Jefferson, the Man and the 
Myth, Part 2.” Presented by Ron 
Coleman. 
When: 3 to 4 p.m.
Where: SML State Park Discov-
ery Center, 1235 State Park Road, 
Huddleston
Cost: $7; single season ticket, 
$18; two season tickets, $32; 
Friends of SML State Park season 
ticket, $15; two Friends of SML 
State Park season tickets, $30. 
Contact: 297-6066

The New York Times

“SHADOW AND LIGHT,” by 
Jonathan Rabb. (Picador, $15.) 
It’s 1927, and Nikolai Hoffner, a 
detective inspector for Berlin’s 
criminal investigations unit 
(and the protagonist of Rabb’s 
earlier novel “Rosa”) is asked 
to investigate the suspicious 
death of a producer at a fi lm 
studio. The producer, it devel-
ops, has ties to a right-wing 
militia and a secret society that 
is trying to take over the studio 
so it can promote its ideologi-
cal agenda, and even Hoffner’s 
own son has become a Nazi. 
Our reviewer, Joshua Hammer, 
found the plot overly compli-
cated but praised Rabb’s “gift 
for capturing the intoxicating 
— and toxic — atmosphere of 
post-World War I Berlin.” 

“WHERE DID YOU SLEEP 
LAST NIGHT? A Personal His-
tory,” by Danzy Senna. (Pica-
dor, $14. ) The identity of Sen-
na’s mixed-race father — once 
a successful editor and poet — 
was “as murky as the Louisiana 
swamp where he’d been born,” 
she writes. Traveling through 
the Deep South in search of his 
past (her mother came from 
an aristocratic white Boston 
family), Senna searches for 
clues about why he became an 
alcoholic, abusive husband and 
neglectful parent. (Her father 
denies this characterization.) 

“VACATION,” by Deb Olin 
Unferth. (Grove, $14.) Unferth’s 
fi rst novel has a plot as compli-
cated and implausible as a Vic-
torian novel, and her view of 
human relationships is bleak. 
But “what’s authentic is the 
human longing to connect, 
and that makes Unferth’s … 
images and her language, if not 
her story, ring true,” Madison 
Smartt Bell wrote in the Book 
Review. 

 “TO LIVE OR TO PERISH 
FOREVER: Two Tumultuous 
Years in Pakistan,” by Nicho-

las Schmidle. (Holt, $15.) This 
richly reported book, based on 
Schmidle’s travels across Paki-
stan, sometimes seems like a 
“collection of chapterlength 
anecdotes,” our reviewer, Josh-
ua Kurlantzick, said. “But what 
anecdotes!” Spending time 
in the Talibanized northwest 
or in Baluchistan, a province 
often ignored by Westerners, 
Schmidle never lets his per-
sonal reactions overshadow 
his Pakistani characters. 

Three volumes from the 
Eminent Lives series are now 
available in paperback (Atlas/
Harper Perennial, $13.99). 
Robert Gottlieb, the former 
editor in chief of Alfred A. 
Knopf and The New Yorker, 
knew Balanchine and served 
on the board of the New York 
City Ballet. His “GEORGE BAL-
ANCHINE: The Ballet Maker” 
was praised in the Book Review 
by Benedict Nightingale for 
its “authority, completeness 
and articulate excellence.” 
“BEETHOVEN: The Universal 
Composer,” by Edmund Mor-
ris, is vivid if somewhat gush-
ing. And in “CARAVAGGIO: 
Painter of Miracles,” Fran-
cine Prose provides “a racy, 
intensely imagined and highly 
readable account” of the paint-

er’s curtailed life, our reviewer, 
Christopher Benfey, said. 

 “PLAIN, HONEST MEN: 
The Making of the American 
Constitution,” by Richard Bee-
man. (Random House, $18.) 
Beeman’s scholarly yet lively 
account of the Constitutional 
Convention emphasizes the 
craftsmanship that went into 
the compromises the found-
ers made. 

Hardcovers 
coming soon
“Silver Borne (Mercy 
Thompson Series #5)” 
by Patricia Briggs

“Beautiful Assassin” 
by Michael C. White

“Conservative Victory: 
Defeating Obama’s Radical 
Agenda” by Sean Hannity

“Deception” by Jonathan 
Kellerman

“Fireworks over Toccoa” 
by Jeffrey Stepakoff

“Giada at Home: Family 
Recipes from Italy and 
California” by Giada De 
Laurentiis

“Hungry Girl 1-2-3: The 
Easiest, Most Delicious, Guilt-
Free Recipes on the Planet” 
by Lisa Lillien

“I Am Not A Serial Killer” 
by Dan A. Wells

“Just Let Me Lie Down: 
Necessary Terms for the Half-
Insane Working Mom” 
by Kristin Van Ogtrop

“Little Nuggets of Wisdom: 
Big Advice from the Small 
Star of Chelsea Lately” 
by Chuy Bravo

“Martha Stewart’s 
Encyclopedia of Sewing and 
Fabric Crafts” by Martha 
Stewart Living Magazine

“Pearl of China” by Anchee 
Min

“Solar” by Ian McEwan 

NEW & NOTEWORTHY PAPERBACKS
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 I want to thank four people 
who were kind, helpful and 
merciful to this  excavating 
contractor. In the predicament 
I found myself in, I expected to 
be taken advantage of.

On  March 27, a Saturday, 
I was trying to move a large 
piece of equipment from one 
job to another. While trying 
to enter the road, mud on my 
front tires caused my front 
end to slide off  the road and 
onto the shoulder. The front 
sank to the axle and I was 
stuck, blocking the entire 
road. 

I tried unsuccessfully to 
get out. A neighbor brought 
chains and one of the fi rst 
drivers on the scene directed 
traffi c. When we gave up and 
called a big wrecker (Woods 
Service Center in Vinton), I 
was shocked that he treated 
me more than reasonably. In 
this sort of situation, he could 
have named his price.

When a police offi cer 
arrived, she could have 
charged me for damaging the 
shoulder of the road. But she 
said if I repaired the damage 
there would be no charge. I 
gladly fi xed it later that day.

It is encouraging to know 
that there are still good and 
honest people in this world. 

— Mike Kinzie, 
a reader in Troutville

btwBY THE WAY
SWRV — the fi rst 24/7 interactive music video network 
— is now available to Cox Digital Cable customers in 
Roanoke on channel 900.
The network, which mainly plays mainstream pop 
music videos, allows viewers to create and star in video 
dedications, vote for the next video to play and even 
control content through mobile devices.

— www.swrv.tv

CORNERSHOT

 BLAND — Traveling from Roanoke 
to Bland County on a bright blue spring 
day to visit dog trainers is a great way 
to spend an afternoon.

Sun pouring through the car win-
dows, driving by green farmland dot-
ted with grazing cows and pastel-col-
ored spring blooms. The journey was 
idyllic and relaxing.

But beyond the pastures, we turned toward the 
red brick buildings surrounded with layers of stur-
dy fencing and barbed wire. 

A blaring siren served as a sobering reminder 
that while the setting is serene, our destination is 
the Bland Correctional Center  . 

This is prison. And no one wants to go to prison. 
No one except maybe Frosty and Freya, two pup-

pies training to be service dogs.

SERVICE DOGS

often spend their formative months 

being trained by inmates at Bland 

Correctional Center — a deal that 

is benefi cial to both inmate and pup.

See WAG, 8

Coming April 26: 
A Saint Francis 

service dog puts 
her skills to work.
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Photos by SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

Above: Inmate Robert Scott works with his puppy as part of Saint Francis Service Dog’s Prison Pup Program at Bland Correctional Center. 
At top: Inmate Kenny Murray and other members of the program learn to handle their dogs in a training class.

On the 
inside

“It’s given me confi dence in myself. It’s changed me because I found 

something I love doing.”  Michael Dorman  |  Former inmate at Bland Correctional Center

l Author Reading: 
Mark Doty
Poet Mark Doty will read 
from his works. His “Fire 
to Fire: New and Selected 
Poems” won the National 
Book Award for Poetry in 
2008. Doty’s poems have 
also appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly, The London Review 
of Books and The New 
Yorker.
When: 8 p.m., Friday 
Where: Green Drawing 
Room, Main Building, Hollins 
University, 8060 Quadrangle 
Lane, Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: 362-6451
INSIDE: Books & Talks 
Calendar and New & 
Noteworthy Paperbacks, 
Page 8 

BOOKMARK

  Q: Are you pregnant 
or considering 
pregnancy? 
A: Then the Birth 
& Baby Expo might 
interest you. The 
event is hosted by the 
New Life Birth Center, 
La Leche League of 
Roanoke and the 
International Cesarean 
Awareness Network  of 
Southwestern Virginia. 
Q: What is a baby 
expo?
A: The expo features 
programs on 
pregnancy, nutrition, 
childbirth, baby care 
and breastfeeding. It 
is a gathering where 
visitors can mingle 
with doulas,  midwives 
and physicians. 
 Q: Will there be 
retailers showing the 
latest in baby gear? 
A: Yes,  vendors  will 
display various baby 
and parenting goods 
and services. 
  Visitors also will be 
eligible for door prizes, 
samples, and other 
giveaways.

— Heather Brush

When: 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Saturday 
Where: Tanglewood 
Mall,  Roanoke
Cost: Free, donations 
accepted
Contact: 489-4064, 
www.newlifebirthcen
ter.net

OUT & ABOUT 
BIRTH EXPO

Puppy raiser 
gave his all 

for a chance
 By Nona Nelson

nona.nelson@roanoke.com
981-3402

Many inmates have participated in the Saint 
Francis Service Dogs Prison Pups program in 
its eight  -year existence at Bland Correctional 
Center. 

None, perhaps, 
had as much impact 
as John Bumgarner .

Bumgarner was 
one of the original 
puppy raisers when 
the prison program 
started in 2002. 
Serving a long sen-
tence for numerous 
larceny and breaking 
and entering convic-
tions , Bumgarner 
said that working 
with dogs “puts you 
back in touch with 

what it means to be a human being.”
Bumgarner became a leader in the program. 

The shelves in his cell were covered with dog 
training books. He regularly corresponded with 
trainers and outside puppy raisers and sitters.

Cabell Youell ,  executive director of Saint 
Francis, said his only request was to raise a 
chocolate Labrador retriever puppy if one 
should enter the program.

In March 2007, a chocolate Lab was donated 
by a breeder to Saint Francis. Youell said the 
puppy was named Summer Rose, in honor of 
Bumgarner’s daughter who had been killed in 

See RAISER, 8

Courtesy photo

Inmate John 
Bumgarner cuddles 
Summer Rose in 2007.
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Books & Talks Calendar
The New York Times Syndicate

“BROOKLYN,” by Colm Toi-
bin. (Scribner, $15.) A docile 
young Irishwoman emigrates to 
Brooklyn in the early 1950s at her 
sister’s behest. Homesick at fi rst 
(“Nothing here was part of her”), 
she eventually meets a man, but 
when she is called back to Ireland 
by a family emergency she must 
choose whether to stay or return. 
Toibin “is an expert, patient fi sh-
erman of submerged emotions,” 
Liesl Schillinger wrote in the 
Book Review. 

“THINGS I’VE BEEN SILENT 
ABOUT: Memories of a Prodigal 
Daughter,” by Azar Nafi si. (Ran-
dom House, $16.) Nafi si’s fi rst 
memoir, “Reading Lolita in Teh-
ran,” was an international best 
seller when it was published in 
2003. Here she turns to more inti-
mate subjects — her controlling, 
narcissistic mother, who in 1963 
became one of the fi rst women 
elected to Parliament, and her 
kind, ineffectual father, a former 
mayor of Tehran, who took refuge 
from his wife with other women. 

 “UNDERGROUND: My Life 
With SDS and the Weathermen,” 
by Mark Rudd. (Harper, $13.99.) 
Rudd, one of the leaders of the 
1968 Columbia University strike 
who followed some other mem-
bers of Students for a Democratic 
Society into the violent Weather 
Underground faction in 1969, is 
now, he says, a “grayhaired, over-
weight, middle-aged guy” full of 
“guilt and shame.” In this mod-
est, thoughtful book, he offers an 
account of his political journey. 
“The destruction of SDS was prob-
ably the single greatest mistake 
I’ve made in my life,” Rudd writes. 
“It was a historical crime.” 

“MARGARET FULLER. An 
American Romantic Life: The 
Public Years,” by Charles Capper. 
(Oxford University, $29.95.) “The 

Private Years,” the fi rst volume of 
Capper’s biography, won the Ban-
croft Prize in 1993. This sequel 
covers the years from 1840, when 
Fuller became editor of the tran-
scendentalist magazine The Dial, 
to her death in a shipwreck off Fire 
Island in 1850. Along the way she 
also wrote “Woman in the Nine-
teenth Century” and participated 
in the beginning of the Italian 
Risorgimento in 1848. This por-
trait of Fuller as a feminist and cos-
mopolitan cultural fi gure has been 
highly praised by historians. 

“LEGEND OF A SUICIDE: Sto-
ries,” by David Vann. (Harper 
Perennial, $13.99.) In his fi rst book, 
a memoir, Vann wrote about his 
relationship with his father, who 
killed himself when Vann was a 
boy. The novella and fi ve stories 
here, set in Alaska, where Vann 
grew up, are haunted by a father’s 
suicide. “A small, lovely book has 
been written out of his large and 
evident pain,” our reviewer, Tom 
Bissell, said. 

“THE WAY OF HERODOTUS: 
Travels With the Man Who Invent-
ed History,” by Justin Marozzi. (Da 
Capo, $16.95.) Marozzi, a journalist 
and travel writer, follows the foot-
steps of Herodotus, the “father of 
history,” around the Middle East. 
He moves from Turkey to Iraq 
to Egypt to Greece, engaging the 
locals and discussing Herodotus’ 
experience. He concludes, as a 
Greek hotelier puts it, that “all 
myths have a nucleus of truth.” 

“THE CRADLE,” by Patrick 
Somerville. (Back Bay/Little, 
Brown, $13.99.) A pregnant young 
wife demands that her husband 
fi nd her childhood cradle, which 
disappeared when her mother 
abandoned the family. He does, 
and makes other, more important, 
discoveries, in this short, graceful 
fi rst novel. 

“ALGER HISS AND THE BAT-
TLE FOR HISTORY,” by Susan 

Jacoby. (Yale University, $16.) 
Jacoby is most interested in the 
partisan passions the Hiss case 
has inspired. She argues that the 
controversy still matters because 
of the civil liberties questions it 
raised: “There is no consensus 
about whether American inter-
ests were damaged more by the 
activities of American Commu-
nists or by the anti-Communist 
campaign.” 

 “VANISHED SMILE: The Myste-
rious Theft of Mona Lisa,” by R.A. 
Scotti. (Vintage, $15.) “Each person 
who looks at her,” Scotti says of the 
Mona Lisa, “becomes the only per-
son in the world.” When the paint-
ing disappeared from the Louvre 
in the summer of 1911, there were 
many suspects. The most intrigu-
ing was Pablo Picasso, who, with 
his friend the poet and art critic 
Guillaume Apollinaire, criticized 
museums because they killed the 
imagination. The painting was 
returned two years later, by an Ital-
ian laborer who may not have been 
acting alone. In The New York 
Times, Dwight Garner called the 
book “a rolling, clattering piece of 
entertainment.”

Hardcovers coming soon
“Beatrice and Virgil” by Yann 
Martel

 “The Bride Collector” by Ted 
Dekker    

 “Eaarth: Making a Life on 
a Tough New Planet” by Bill 
McKibben   

 “The Eerie Silence: Renewing 
Our Search for Alien 
Intelligence” by Paul Davies    

“Elegy for April” by Benjamin 
Black    

“Every Last One” by Anna 
Quindlen    

 “A Mighty Fortress” by David 
Weber    

NEW & NOTEWORTHY PAPERBACKS

— today —
l Author Poetry Reading
Naomi Shihab Nye, author 
and editor of more than 
20 books, including nearly 
a dozen collections of her 
poetry, will read her works. 
Nye is the featured author 
for the 12th annual Leidig 
Lectureship in Poetry.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Wiley Auditorium, 
Emory & Henry College
Contact: (276) 944-4121, 
www.ehc.edu

l Author Talk: Laura 
Browder
Laura Browder, author of 
“Her Best Shot: Women 
and Guns in America” will 
discuss her role in creating 
the exhibition, “When Janey 
Comes Marching Home: 
Portraits of Women Combat 
Veterans,” currently on 
view at the Wilson Museum 
through April 17. 
Featuring an often-unseen 
side of war, this exhibition 
combines interviews and 
photographs to tell the 
stories of women in modern 
combat and provide an 
honest look at the military, 
motherhood, and femininity. 
A reception and book sign-
ing will precede the lecture 
at 5:15 p.m.
When: 6 p.m.
Where: Niederer Audito-
rium, Richard Wetherill 
Visual Arts Center, Hollins 
University
Cost: Free
Contact: 362-6532

— tuesday —
l Author Lecture: Naomi 
Shihab Nye 
See Today’s listing for 
details.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Wiley Auditorium, 
Emory & Henry College
Contact: (276) 944-4121, 
www.ehc.edu

— wed. —
l The Story of Woodstock
Michael Lang, best known 
for being the mind behind 
the event, talks about what 
the ’60s meant and how we 
can benefi t from that fabled 
time in America. He will 
share fi rst-hand accounts 
from Woodstock and how it 
was pulled off. 
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Graduate Life Cen-
ter, Virginia Tech
Cost: $1 with VT ID, $2 
public
Contact: 231-7117, 
lbedenba@vt.edu, 
vtuspeak@vt.edu

l Evening Book Talk
The group will discuss the 
New York Times best-seller, 
“The Help,” by Kathyrn 
Stockett.
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Christiansburg 
Library, 125 Sheltman St., 
Christiansburg
Cost: Free
Contact: 382-6965

l Lecture on the History 
of Tango
Ada Lis Jimena gives a lec-
ture on the history of tango, 
main composers and poets, 
and musical instruments. 
Refreshments provided. 
When: Noon
Where: Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., 
Roanoke
Cost: Free
Contact: 853-1057

l Author Talk
The Kiwanis Club hosts Dr. 
Evie Sweethurd, author of 
“His Name Was Donn,” a 
collection of letters and 
commentary concerning her 
brother’s time of service in 
Vietnam. Author talk and 
book signing. Reservations 
required. 
When: 12:30 p.m.
Where: Schaal’s Metamor-
phosis, Roanoke

Contact: Lloyd Enoch, 265-
2441

— thursday —
l Connecting Public Rela-
tions and Entrepreneuship
Jim Flowers, director of 
VTKnowledgeWorks, will 
be the guest speaker at a 
Blue Ridge Public Relations 
Society of America lun-
cheon, discussing strategy 
formation, professional 
development and creating 
and contracting support for 
continuing growth. Reserva-
tions due by April 12. 
When: Noon 
Where: Inn at Virginia Tech 
and Skelton Conference 
Center, Blacksburg
Cost: $22
Contact: 
tbecher@tbatheagency.com

— friday —
l Author Reading: Mark 
Doty
Poet Mark Doty will read 
from his works. His “Fire 
to Fire: New and Selected 
Poems” won the National 
Book Award for Poetry in 
2008. Doty’s poems have 
also appeared in The At-
lantic Monthly, The London 
Review of Books and The 
New Yorker.
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Green Drawing 
Room, Main Building, Hollins 
University
Cost: Free
Contact: 362-6451

— april 23 —
l Program on Muslims
Eric Rothgery, professor of 
Muslim studies at Roanoke 
College, will present a intro-
ductory program,  “Islam in 
the American Mosaic.”  
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Grandin Gardens, 
1731 Grandin Road, Roanoke
Contact: 989-0393 

Pups in prison
The two furry passengers in 

the Saint Francis Service Dogs  van 
were happily wagging their tails 
when we arrived. After trainer 
Marilyn Wilson  and volunteer 
Mary Wingfi eld unloaded bags 
of food and other supplies, all of 
which had to be X-rayed, the pups 
went inside to join their teachers 
— prisoners that will help them 
learn discipline, self-control and 
self-confi dence.

There are  14 inmates at Bland 
in the Prison Pup Program , 
which places service dog trainees 
with constant companions who 
teach them basic commands and 
advanced skills.

The program launched in 2002, 
and since then most of the dogs 
Saint Francis has placed with dis-
abled partners have spent at least 
some time at the medium-security 
facility.

Cabell Youell, Saint Francis’ 
executive director , said that the 
 program is helpful for the dogs, 
providing them round-the-clock 
attention from their trainer, a struc-
tured schedule and a controlled 
environment.

She said it’s also helpful to the 
inmates. The program, she said, 
gives them an opportunity to help 
others while they serve their time.

Training classes

After we checked in and walked 
past the heavy iron gates, we 
entered the sun-drenched prison 
yard that was littered with pups, 
all wearing their red Saint Francis 
vests and accompanied by their 
inmate-handlers. 

Their trainers led the students 
into the classroom, a long room 
with cinder block walls coated 
with many layers of industrial 
beige paint. Here Wilson conduct-
ed classes with younger and then 
older pups, getting updates on their 
progress.

 Robert Scott, a 32-year-old 
from Abingdon serving time for 
robbery, has been in the program 
for fi ve years and has trained seven 
dogs, including Buster, his current 
charge, a 4-month-old black Lab 
puppy. 

“I’ve learned a lot of patience,” 
he said. “And I’ve learned how to 
work with a group of people.”

The dogs go through the same 
positive reinforcement training 
regime with the inmates as they 
do with outside puppy raisers. 
The pups are expected to learn 
basic commands such as sit, stay 
and come. They practice climbing 

stairs, learn the difference between 
left and right and are taught to 
retrieve specifi c items.

Wilson travels to Bland week-
ly to conduct classes with the 
inmates, who meet daily for their 
own classes and to share experi-
ences and troubleshoot behavior 
challenges.

Spending 24 hours a day with 
their trainer allows the pups more 
opportunities to learn and it simu-
lates the life they could one day lead 
with a partner.

 Jermaine Niblett, 30, currently 
raising his second pup, described 
his experience with the dogs as 
priceless.

“I’ve enjoyed this responsibil-
ity,” Niblett said. “It’s so easy to be 
self-consumed in here.” 

Life in the dorm

Working with the pups is a privi-
lege for the inmates. All the “pup 
men,” as prison counselor and Saint 
Francis liaison Latasha Dowell calls 
them, reside in the honor dorm, the 

preferred living quarters at Bland 
reserved for the most well-behaved 
prisoners.  Inmates must remain 
free of violations to stay in the pro-
gram and keep their puppies.

Inmates with convictions for 
domestic abuse, Youell said, are 
ineligible for the program because 
of concerns that they would be 
likely to abuse animals.

The prisoners, under supervi-
sion of guards, are allowed to take 
their dogs out to the yard whenever 
necessary. They share their 8-by-8-
foot cells with their students, tuck-
ing the dogs’ crates and supplies 
under their bunks.

While only a handful of inmates 
raise the dogs, the pups are a morale 
booster for the rest of the popula-
tion, Dowell said.

“All the inmates care about the 
pups,” she said. “They all watch out 
for the dogs.”

Karl Manns, 47, was sent to 
Bland after a drug conviction and 
is currently raising Georgie, a 10-
month-old Lab.

“They are all crazy about her,” 
Manns said proudly of his pup.

Taking care of his trainee 
requires his complete focus, a fact 
not lost on his fellow inmates.

“They tell me, ‘All you want 
to talk about is Georgie,’ ” he 
said. “Well, she’s all I have to talk 
about.” 

Saying goodbye

Just like other puppy raisers, the 
men know that this sweet, eager 
pooch does not belong to them; 
as closely as they bond with the 
dogs, eventually the time comes 
to move on.

“They’ll always bring me anoth-
er one,” Manns said. “You just can’t 
get too attached. I’m doing this to 
help someone.” 

Picturing their pups with their 
eventual partners, adults and chil-
dren with physical and emotional 
disabilities, makes giving them up 
bearable for most of the prisoner-
trainers.

“When I get the dog, I know 
where he’s going. He’s going to help 
someone,” Scott said. “It’s hard, but 
you can make it easier on yourself 
by looking at it that way.” 

Still, after investing so much 
care into a dog, parting can be bit-
tersweet.

“It sneaks up on you,” Niblett 
said. “Some people act like it 
doesn’t bother them, but it does a 
little.”

On the other side

Acclimating to life on the out-
side can be diffi cult for pups, which 
is why Youell said the dogs are 
rotated between home puppy rais-
ers and inmates.

 Michael Dorman, 38, spent  11 
years at Bland for an assault convic-
tion. He worked in the pup program 
for the past four years.

Dorman said working with the 
dogs has given him new perspec-
tive.

“It’s given me confi dence in 
myself,” the soft-spoken Dorman 
said. “I was always pretty much one 
to stay to myself. It’s changed me 
because I found something I love 
doing.”

After completing his sentence, he 
was released April 5  and returned to 
his family in Charlottesville.

 First thing on his post-release to-
do list: helping train his father’s dog 
to stop jumping on people.

“That shouldn’t be too hard,” 
he said.

Nona Nelson’s column runs every 
other Monday in Extra.

Saint Francis Service Dogs
8232 Enon Drive, Roanoke, VA 24019; 342-3647

Applications to become a partner or a volunteer puppy raiser for a Saint 
Francis service dog can be found online at www. saintfrancisdogs.org

PUPPIES TO PARTNERS: Part Two of a Three-Part Series

WAG:  Inmates, dogs must eventually part ways

Photos by SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

Above: Inmate 
Robert Scott 
spends quality 
time with 
the puppy 
he is raising. 
Left: Trainer 
Marilyn Wilson 
supervises 
inmates as 
they work with 
their dogs.

an accident while her father 
was serving his time.

The day that 8-week-old 
Summer Rose arrived at 
Bland was the happiest that 
the Saint Francis trainers 
had ever seen Bumgarner. 
He repeatedly thanked them 
for his new puppy.

Little did anyone know 
that his hours of happiness 
were numbered. Bumgarner, 
42, died of a heart attack he 
suffered in the last minutes 
of that day’s puppy class.

“John understood 
imprisonment, and so he 
served those who might 
be imprisoned by their dis-
abilities,” Youell wrote in 
the Saint Francis newsletter 
after Bumgarner died. “He 
served them with humil-
ity, selfl essness and simple 
straightforward love.”

Youell said that the other 
inmates and trainers rallied 
around Summer Rose. If 
the pup was cut out for the 
work, she would get every 
opportunity to become a 
service dog.

On April 8, Summer Rose 
passed her certifi cation test 
with her partner, Frank Pivi-
dal of Roanoke.

“She’s been a real bless-
ing,” Trena Pividal said of 
her husband’s service dog. 
“They’ve formed a perfect 
bond.”

FROM 1

RAISER: He 
didn’t get 
to fi nish 
his role

Courtesy photo

Frank Pividal with his 
service-dog partner, 
Summer Rose
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CORNERSHOT
Don’t tell me that people in 

Roanoke are not generous and 
helpful! I have proof they are … 
many of them!

Recently, on April 17, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post 1264 on Grandview 
Avenue in Roanoke was fortu-
nate enough to have the Oscar 
Meyer Wienermobile at the 
post for a day, to draw a crowd 
for our fundraiser.

We celebrated with the sale 
of hot dogs, drinks and chips, 
we had a local country music 
band, The Ramblers, to enter-
tain and the Boy Scout Council 
held a fl ag retirement on our 
parking lot.

Ahead of time, many, many 
businesses donated drinks, 
buns, chips, money, hot dogs 
and promotion; therefore, we 
did not have to buy anything to 
enhance our benefi t’s goal.

It was a fantastic success, 
thanks to one and all who 
helped us and made this a 
great day for veterans helping 
veterans.

— James Warren , commander, 
VFW Post 1264 

The Presidential Pet Museum in Williamsburg was founded in 1999 as 
a “repository and means of preserving information, artifacts, and items 
related to the Presidential Pets.” More than 500 items of interest are 
displayed for lovers of pets, presidents and pet trivia. The museum is open 
year-round from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., except Christmas and New Year’s Day.

— www.presidentialpetmuseum.com

btwBY THE WAY

 A casual observer may not understand 
why Frank Pividal needs a service dog.

Pividal, 50, seems able-bodied. He 
walks his neighborhood, shops at the 
mall and strolls downtown Roanoke. He 
is always accompanied by Summer Rose, 
a chocolate Lab that is allowed to enter 
any eatery and store with him because 
she sports the red vest that designates 
her as a Saint Francis Service Dog.

“Most people think he’s her trainer,” said 
Trena Pividal, Frank’s wife .

But a closer look reveals why Summer Rose 
goes wherever Frank goes. His once broad 
shoulders are drooping. His once strong hands 
are losing their ability to grip.

The friendly man with a sweet sense of 

humor communicates now through 
slurred speech.

In 2007, Frank Pividal was diagnosed 
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis , com-
monly known as ALS or Lou Gehrig’s 
disease.

ALS is a degenerative neurological 
disorder. At a rate determined by his own 
body chemistry, Frank’s motor neurons, 

the messengers between the brain and the body, 
are dying.

The death of these neurons leaves blank spac-
es between what Frank wants to do and what his 
body is able to do.

Rose, his service dog, is there to fi ll in the 
blanks.

‘A real blessing’

FRANK PIVIDAL

is the fi rst ALS patient to have 

a service dog from Saint Francis, 

which trains dogs to be personal 

assistants to disabled partners.

See WAG, 8

Photos by SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

Above: Frank Pividal pets his chocolate Lab service dog, Summer Rose, during fi nal testing by St. Francis Service Dogs. Top: Pividal’s wife, Trena, and Rose are 
greeted by Michael Palmer, the senior pastor at Green Ridge Baptist Church. The church plays a large role in the family’s life.
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Rose and Frank 
Pividal learn the 

ropes of a service 
dog partnership 

in a video at 
roanoke.com.
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“Most people 

think he’s her 

trainer.”
Trena Pividal about her 
husband and his service dog

Saint Francis
Service Dogs
8232 Enon Drive, 

Roanoke, VA 
24019; 342-3647

Applications to 
become a partner 

or a volunteer 
puppy raiser for 
a Saint Francis 

service dog can 
be found online at 
www. saintfrancis

dogs.org

Left: For now, Frank Pividal still has 
the strength to play with Rose.

Book
launch 
party 
Tuesday
“Crossing Oceans” by 
Roanoke writer Gina 
Holmes is “not your 
grandma’s fi ction.”

By Mike Allen
mike.allen@roanoke.com

981-3236

The plot of Roanoke writer 
Gina Holmes’ fi rst published 
novel, “Crossing Oceans,”  
sounds like 
it’s made to be 
a Hollywood 
tear-jerker, 
with room for 
a few Oscar-
winning per-
formances.

The 39-
year-old 
author has had 
to explain the 
plot so many 
times she has 
her answer 
down pat.

“It’s the 
story of a 
young mother 
who cuts all 
ties with her 
family and 
sets off to 
raise her little 
girl alone, 
until she 
learns she’s 
dying. And 
then she has 
to go home to 
face the ghosts 
of her past 
and tell the 
man she left 
behind that 
he’s about to 
inherit the daughter he didn’t 
know he had.”

You might not guess from 
that description that Holm-
es’ novel was snatched up in 
2008 by Tyndale House Pub-
lishers , the Christian publish-
ing house best known for the 
blockbuster “Left Behind”  
series of best-selling novels 
that chronicles what happens 
to the people who remain on 
Earth after the rapture. Hol-
mes isn’t allowed to say what 
she was paid, but her advance 
has been reported in industry 
publications as falling some-
where between $50,000 and 
$100,000.

Tyndale is throwing its 

See HOLMES, 5

What: 
“Crossing 
Oceans” 
book launch 
party

When: 
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday

Where: 
Roanoke 
Main Library, 
706 S. 
Jefferson St., 
Roanoke

Contact: 
853-1057

Info: 
ginaholmes.
com; noveljo
urney.blogsp
ot.com

Gina Holmes
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PUPPIES TO PARTNERS: Conclusion of a Three-Part Series

Right dog, right person

Frank Pividal is the fi rst ALS patient to 
have a service dog from Saint Francis, the 
Roanoke-based organization that trains 
dogs to act as personal assistants and com-
panions to disabled partners.

The Pividals applied for a service dog 
in March 2009. Once an application is 
approved, the candidate can wait any-
where from a few months to a few years 
to be placed with a dog suited to his or her 
needs.

The urgency of Frank’s illness moved 
him up the list of those waiting for a dog, 
Saint Francis Executive Director Cabell 
Youell  said.

Trainer Susan Maynard worked with 
Summer Rose, a then-2-year-old retriever 
that she described as smart, inquisitive and 
a hard worker .

Rose and the Pividals met in the summer 
of 2009 for the fi rst of many interviews, a 
process that matches the talents and tem-
perament of the dog with the candidate.

It’s important, Trena said, for the right 
dog to be placed with the right person.

The couple was presented an inch-thick 
binder to study. The training provided by 
Saint Francis is as much for the partner as it 
is for the dog. Both Frank and Trena would 
need to know what to expect of their service 
dog and what they would need to do to care 
for her.

They studied their manual. They 
installed a fence in the back yard of their 
Hollins-area home.

Rose was the fi rst dog that came for a 
home visit. She was, Trena said, a perfect fi t 
for her family, which includes their 19-year-
old son Trey.

After months of progressively longer in-
home visits and practicing tasks under the 
supervision of Maynard, Youell left a voice 
mail message to tell the Pividals that Rose 
would be placed with them.

“I still have that message from Cabell,” 
Trena said.

Off to work

When Rose came to live with the Pivi-
dals, Frank was still working as a senior 
network administrator at CBIZ Payroll in 
downtown Roanoke. 

Rose accompanied Frank to his job, to 
lunch and home again every day. 

She helped him at the offi ce when she 
was needed, she stayed quietly out of the 
way when she wasn’t. 

Not unlike most people, Trena said, Rose 
preferred the weekends, when her routine 
was more relaxed.

“She didn’t like Mondays, when she had 
to get dressed for work,” Trena said with a 
laugh. 

Due to his progressive disability, Frank 
retired  in December. Now Rose gets to work 
mostly at home.

Service dogs perform routine tasks for 
their partners, including opening doors 
and drawers, and fetching phones and 
television remotes. 

Having Rose’s assistance with  these 
functions, including helping Frank take 

off his jacket and socks, gives his wife 
peace of mind while she works.

Trena, 50, a coordinator for the Roanoke 
Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau , said 
Rose “has been a real blessing. She gives me 
a sense of comfort.”

Faith and support

  What causes ALS  and how quickly and 
savagely the disease will steal a patient’s 
motor skills  are a mystery. 

On a sunny afternoon in the meeting 
hall of their  church, Green Ridge Baptist in 
Northeast Roanoke, the Pividals, accom-
panied by Rose, attended a support group 
meeting with other ALS patients.

Despite a refreshment table that would 
send most dogs into major begging mode, 
Rose never sniffed a morsel of food. As 
plates were passed and wheelchairs buzzed 
around her, she remained calmly by Frank’s 
side.

Rose is comfortable at Green Ridge, 
where she has her own dog bed in the media 
area where Frank runs the PowerPoint pre-
sentation for Sunday services. 

Her regular attendance at the church 
prompted Mike Palmer, the senior pastor,  
to add  Rose’s name to the 800-member 
congregation’s roll.

“She’s the most gentle and peaceful dog 
I’ve seen in my life,” the minister said.

Christian faith is a huge part of the Pivi-
dals’ lives. Trena credits support from the 
Green Ridge church with helping her to deal  
with Frank’s terminal illness.

The couple clings to their church and 
to their family, to the comfort of favorite 
hymns and to the belief that God’s love will 
help them face this challenge.

Rose, Trena said, has been an answered 
prayer.

She knows the worst is yet to come. She 
knows that eventually her husband of 27 
years will be unable to care for himself 
and that eventually Rose will be more of 
an assistant to her than to Frank.

Maynard said that Saint Francis will 
continue training to make sure Rose’s skills 
meet the increasing demands that ALS will 
put on the family.

“Whatever tweaking we need, we will do 
it,” Maynard said.

That support is what Trena said will sus-
tain her in the months ahead.

“We have no doubt that whatever we 
need her to do, she will be able to do,” 
Trena said. “Rose is a real angel.”

FROM 1

WAG:  Rose has been an answered prayer for the family 

When service dogs retire
Saint Francis Service 

Dogs live to serve their 
partners. But when cir-
cumstances change, so 
do the careers of these 
highly trained dogs.

Saint Francis Service 
Dogs Executive Director 
Cabell Youell  said that 
as the dogs age, they 
naturally slow down and 
aren’t able to perform 
all of the tasks their 
human partner needs. 

At that point, the dog 
retires, his or her vest 
and collar are returned 
to Saint Francis, and the 
dog  becomes a pet  — 
either with the partner 
or another family.

A new service dog 
is then found for the 
 person.

If the dog should out-
live his or her partner, 
Youell said, the dog’s 
future is determined 

by the partner’s family. 
The dogs almost always 
retire and remain in the 
home as pets.

There have been 
cases, she said, when 
the family of a deceased 
partner will donate a 
young service dog back 
to Saint Francis to be 
retrained to help anoth-
er disabled person.

— Nona Nelson

SAM DEAN | The Roanoke Times

As she is trained to do, Summer Rose sits quietly at Frank Pividal’s feet during a recent lunch.

Books & Talks 
Calendar

— today —
l Gardening Talk
Suzie Leslie will present “Gardening for Wildlife 
Habitat Enhancement.” Suzie has worked with na-
tive plants for many years and is an avid gardener. 
She works at the Virginia Tech College of Natural 
Resources. 
When: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Roanoke Church of Christ, 2606 Brandon 
Ave., Roanoke 
Cost: Free
Contact: Rich Crites, 774-4518, www.brwfs.org

l Greg Mortenson Lecture
“Three Cups of Tea” author will speak on “Promoting 
Peace Through Education.” Free tickets required.
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: duPont Chapel, Hollins University
Cost: Free
Contact: www.hollins.edu

— tuesday —
l Lecture
Peter Givens, Blue Ridge Parkway interpretative 
specialist will give a talk about the parkway as it 
celebrates its 75th anniversary.
When: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Where: Christ Lutheran Church, 2011 Brandon Ave. 
SW, Roanoke
Cost: $5, free to Historical Society members
Contact: History Museum of Western Virginia, 342-
5770, info.hswv@cox.net, history-museum.org

 l Economics Talk
Roanoke Regional Forum presents a talk on eco-
nomics with Todd Buchholz, author of “Market 
Shock” and former fi nancial advisor at the White 
House. Buchholz writes for The New York Times 
and The Wall Street Journal and appears as a com-
mentator on NBC, CNBC, Fox News and PBS. Tickets 
required.
When: 6 p.m., networking at 5:30 p.m.
Where: Jefferson Center, Roanoke
Cost: $50, $45 Chamber members, $25 students
Contact: 983-0700 ext. 221, www.roanokeregional
forum.com

— wednesday —
l UVaClub Spring Banquet
Special guest speaker Beth Turner, UVa vice provost 
for the arts. 
When: 6 p.m.
Where: Taubman Museum of Art
Cost: $50, includes dinner and access to the mu-
seum.
Contact: (434) 982-5939, www.uvaclubs.virginia.e
du/roanokevalley

— thursday —
l Jason F. Wright Author Event

New York Times bestselling author Jason Wright will 
introduce his new book “The Cross Gardener.”  He 
is also co-author of Glenn Beck’s “The Christmas 
Sweater.” Wright has appeared as a political com-
mentator on CNN and Fox News. Free tickets. Limited 
seating. 
When: 7 to 8 p.m.
Where: Trinity Ecumenical Parish, 40 Lakemount 
Drive, Moneta
Cost: Free
Contact: Moneta/Smith Mountain Lake and West-
lake Libraries, 483-3098, molibrarian@bplsonline.o
rg, bplsonline.org, www.franklincountyva.gov/pub-
library/front-page

l Scholarly Lecture
Marjorie Garber, the William R. Kenan, Jr., professor 
of English and of visual and environmental studies at 
Harvard University, will speak. Garber is the author 
of “Shakespeare and Modern Culture,” “Profi ling 
Shakespeare,” and “Shakespeare After All.”
When: 8 p.m.
Where: Richard Wetherill Visual Arts Center, Hollins 
University
Cost: Free
Contact: 362-6451

l Parenting Seminar
Author John Rosemond will give a parenting 
seminar on “Bringing out the Best in Your Child.” 
Pre-register.  
When and where: 10 a.m. to noon, Green Ridge 
Recreation Center; 6:30 to 8 p.m., William Fleming 
High school auditorium
Cost: $10, advance; $12 at door
Contact: 774-1577

l Author Talk
Susan Rebecca White will discuss her new book, “A 
Soft Place to Land.”  
When: 7 p.m.
Where: HQ/419 Library, 3131 Electric Road, Roanoke
Contact: 772-7507, mmeise@roanokecountyva.gov

— friday —
l Book and Author Dinner
The Roanoke Academy of Medicine Alliance Founda-
tion presents the 12th Annual Book and Author Din-
ner. Emcee Martin Clark will host featured authors 
Andrew Gross, Amy Wilson and David Poyer. Book 
sales and signing session reception will follow 
dinner. Proceeds from the evening will benefi t local 
charities. Reservations required. 
When: 6 p.m. cocktail party, authors speak at 8 
p.m.
Where: The Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center
Cost: $75, $150 patron level seating and recognition
Contact: 315-0287, ramabookandauthor@gmail.
com

— saturday —
l Book Fair
Campbell County Social Services is sponsoring a 
free Children’s Book Fair. Books will be given to 
all children who attend. Free food and children’s 
activities. 
When: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Campbell County Library, Rustburg
Contact: (434) 332-9764, shannon.carhart@dss.
virginia.gov 

“FLANNERY: A Life of 
Flannery O’Connor,” by 
Brad Gooch. (Back Bay/ 
Little, Brown, $16.99.) This 
“big, calm, gentlemanly 
biography,” as Joy Williams 
described it in the Book 
Review, is the fi rst major 
life of O’Connor, who died 
in 1964 at age 39. Relying on 
letters and interviews, Gooch 
meticulously reconstructs the 
sedate life of a writer whose 
novels and stories were any-
thing but. 

“CLOSING TIME: A Mem-
oir,” by Joe Queenan. (Pen-
guin, $16.) Queenan’s unsen-
timental story of growing up 
poor and Irish in Philadelphia 
in the 1950s and ’60s is domi-
nated by his relationship with 
his violent, alcoholic father. 
Books (as well as growing 
to be six feet tall) offer an 
escape, but, Queenan writes, 
“every idea I assimilated 
furnished yet another tool 
to aid me in my fl ight from 
my father’s economic class.” 
Although Queenan support-
ed his father in his old age, “I 
did not have it in me to for-
give him.” 

A different kind of 
troubled father inhabits “A 
POCKET HISTORY OF SEX IN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: 
A Memoir,” by Jane Van-
denburgh (Counterpoint, 
$15.95). A bisexual architect, 
he killed himself by jump-
ing off a building; his wife 
retreated into schizophrenia. 
Vandenburgh and her broth-
ers were raised by their aunt 
and by one another, and she 
fi nds herself on the brink of 
adolescence on the brink of 
the sexual revolution. Our 
reviewer, Alison Bechdel, 
admired Vandenburgh’s 
ability “to wring this kind of 
coherence from life’s chaos.” 

Said Sayrafi ezadeh’s 
Iranian-born father was a 
“leading comrade” in the 
Socialist Workers Party; 
he left Said and his mother 
when the boy was a baby. 
In “WHEN SKATEBOARDS 
WILL BE FREE: A Memoir”

(Dial, $15), Sayrafi ezadeh 
describes growing up with 
his long-suffering mother “in 
a world of gloom and doom,” 
buffeted by his parents’ pas-
sionate politics and his desire 
to be a typical American boy. 
In The Times, Dwight Garner 
praised this “exacting and 
fi nely made fi rst book” for its 
“delicacy and discernment.” 

“THE OTHER SIDE OF 
DESIRE: Four Journeys Into 
the Far Realms of Lust and 
Longing,” by Daniel Bergner. 
(Ecco/HarperCollins, $13.99.) 
Bergner introduces us to a 
devoted husband with a foot 
fetish, a fashion maven who’s 
a sadist, a man who is sexu-
ally attracted to his young 
stepdaughter and an adver-
tising executive who lusts 
after amputees. Bergner, a 
contributing writer for The 
Times Magazine, combines 
a novelist’s storytelling abil-
ity and “a journalist’s skill 
at standing back and letting 
his subjects speak for them-
selves,” Lori Gottlieb said in 
the Book Review. After read-
ing the book, she added, “I’m 
no longer sure where normal 
ends and abnormal begins.” 

“AS THEY SEE ’EM: A 
Fan’s Travels in the Land of 
Umpires,” by Bruce Weber. 
(Scribner, $16.) In this “won-
derfully detailed look at the 
craft of umpiring,” as our 
reviewer, Jim Bouton, put it, 
Weber attended the Academy 
of Professional Umpiring (a 

“combination vocational 
school and boot camp”) and 
met the students who aspire, 
against long odds, to become 
major-league umpires. Weber, 
a reporter for The Times, 
eventually worked behind 
the plate in a major-league 
spring training intrasquad 
game. The book gave Bouton 
“a new appreciation for the 
men in blue,” he said. 

Hardcovers 
coming soon
“Burned (House of Night 
Series # 7)” by P.C. Cast

“The Carrie Diaries” by 
Candace Bushnell

“The Council of Dads: My 
Daughters, My Illness, and 
the Men Who Could Be Me” 
by Bruce Feiler

“The Father of Us All: War 
and History, Ancient and 
Modern” by Victor Davis 
Hanson

“The French Women Don’t 
Get Fat Cookbook” by 
Mireille Guiliano

“Getting the Pretty Back: 
Friendships, Family and 
Finding the Perfect Lipstick”
by Molly Ringwald

“Hannah’s List” by Debbie 
Macomber

“Happy: Simple Steps to Get 
the Most Out of Life” by Ian 
K. Smith

“Hellhound On His Trail: 
The Stalking of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the 
International Hunt for His 
Assassin” by Hampton Sides

“Island Beneath the Sea” by 
Isabel Allende

“The 9th Judgment 
(Women’s Murder Club 
Series #9)” by James 
Patterson

“The Other Wes Moore: One 
Name, Two Fates” by Wes 
Moore

“Paradise General: Riding 
the Surge at a Combat 
Hospital in Iraq” by Dave 
Hnida

“Reckless” by Andrew Gross 

NEW & NOTEWORTHY PAPERBACKS
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